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Prudhoe Civic & Community Forum - Prudhoe Lychgate War Memorial 
 
History of the Lychgate 
 
The Lychgate was built in 1921 by public subscription.  The petition to build the Lychgate was 
made by the Parochial Church Council of Prudhoe “to erect a Lichgate in memory of the men 
from the parish, who fell in the Great War”; the estimated cost was £400.  At the time the petition 
was made £360 of this had been raised by collections and subscriptions and it was expected the 
remaining £40 would be also.  The petition was granted by the Lord Bishop of Newcastle. 
 
“They gave their lives for England” was the inscription approved. 
 
Current situation 
 
The Town Council set up a working group to take forward the long-standing commitment to 
update the Lychgate War Memorial with the names of those who died in conflicts after the First 
World War.  Upon commencement, it was quickly realised that as well updating the names 
known, there were a substantial number of names missing from the First World War list.  Prudhoe 
& District History Society diligently researched 167 names that were missing from WWI and 13 
from WWII and other conflicts, further names are being researched and identified all the time.  
This work has been strongly supported by Iain Mutch and Mick Hardy of the Ryton and District 
War Memorial group. 
 
The architect has estimated £26,048 as a cost to carry out the work in the original plan to update 
the names on the Lychgate, by adding further panels and having the missing names hand-
engraved.  Drawings are displayed that illustrate the additional panels in the Lychgate as well as 
the list of names to be included.  Permission has not yet been sought for this work to be 
undertaken, but would be required.  The architect has indicated that any additional work is 
required to be in keeping with the original design of the Lychgate, there are numerous conditions.  
The work, as presented, is not eligible for funding from ‘The War Memorials Trust’ (WMT) as 
involves making alterations to the existing war memorial.  Funding may be available from the 
WMT to add names to another part of the Lychgate (the stonework was suggested), but only 
names ‘not commemorated elsewhere in the town’ would be part-funded.  
 
There has been some opposition to the plan to simply ‘add names’, rather than combining those 
names already included and those researched, to present and commemorate them in 
chronological and alphabetical order.  Some feel that this is an opportunity to ensure accuracy, to 
correct errors and spelling mistakes by removing the existing panels and replacing them, as well 
as adding new panels.  In view of this, the architect has proposed engraving onto brass plaques 
as an alternative; these would be securely fixed onto timber panels with the bolts concealed or 
made tamperproof.  This would allow all the names to be combined and displayed in 
chronological and alphabetical order, and would remove the high cost associated with hand 
engraving.  Again, permission would have to be sought for this work to be carried out. 
 
Work to update the Lychgate War Memorial will require substantial investment, all or in part from: 
the Town Council budget (i.e. through the pre-cept), grant funding (if available for our chosen 
plan) or public subscription (donations from the people of Prudhoe, as with the original build). 

 
Forum Discussion 
 
In view of all of the above, we would like to find out what the people of Prudhoe feel about their 
war memorial and the proposed plans for updating it. 


